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Peter Richardson  
(Allen Medical Systems)  
commented:  

“Our company does not have huge 
marketing budgets, so for me it is really 
important that we chose the right shows.  
So it’s the geographical spread of the 
attendees, (…) the Global Spine actually is 
good for that, we get a really wide spread of 
people from lots of different countries.”



3

Scientific program statistics

Abstracts topics and Symposia, scientific session, ePoster, 
oral presentation figures.
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Markus Lanski  
(Carl Zeiss Meditec AG) 
commented:  

“The Global Spine Congress is a beautiful institution for showcasing our innovative products, to 
get in touch, to contact clinicians and surgeons from this field, to have discussions on potential 
future innovations and network with these individuals.”
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88Degenerative—lumbar

83Deformity—thoracolumbar (Adolescent)

67Degenerative—cervical

62Minimally invasive spine surgery

55Deformity—thoracolumbar (Adult)

53Tumors

44Infections

38Novel technologies—clinical

34Trauma—cervical

34Surgical complications

32Trauma—thoracolumbar

24Basic Science—other

21Epidemiology

21Disc degeneration—non–clinical

20Deformity—cervical

20Back/neck pain—clinical

19Trauma—other

18Imaging

15Disc degeneration—clinical

15Navigation—clinical

14Diagnostics—clinical

13Disc biologics—non-clinical

13Biomechanics—other

10Arthroplasty—cervical

7Spine biologics, bone—non-clinical

Medical economics 6

6Nonoperative clinical treatments

5Spine biologics, bone—clinical

4Novel technologies—non--clinical

3Spine biologics, other—clinical

3Spine biologics, other—non-clinical

3Disc biologics—clinical

2Diagnostics—non-clinical

1Back/neck pain—non–clinical

Youssry ElHawary 
(Surgeon) 
commented:  

“This congress was an excellent 
opportunity for our society—the Pan 
Arab Spine Society—to speak for 
itself, either with papers or just by 
the booth.”

Elmar Zubriggen 
(DePuy Synthes) 
commented:  

 “I think for us it is also a learning 
experience, to learn, to see what is 
going on in this very interesting field 
of spine. To have this interaction 
with the world's leading researchers 
in spine, clinicians in spine.”

Scientific program statistics

Number of papers submitted
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Societies and Publishers

We would like to thank the following partners:

ESA
2011

CE

RVICAL SPINE RESEARCH SOCIETY

FOUNDED 1973

15 spine societies from all over the world  
(7 symposia presented and 10 exhibited):

Societies and Publishers

Global support

GSC & WFSR supported by Spine Societies from  
all over the world
The event was supported by 15 spine societies from all over the world: Africa Spine, American 
Association of Neurological Surgeons, Cervical Spine Research Society, Pan Arab Spine Society, 	
Egyptian Orthopaedic Association, Egyptian Spine Association, Emirates Orthopaedic Society, 
European Association of Neurosurgical Societies, EUROSPINE, Iran Spine Surgeon’s Society, Kuwait 
Spine Society, Neurosurgical Society of Iran, North American Spine Society, Pan Arab Orthopaedic 
Association, and the Scoliosis Research Society. 
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Societies and Publishers

Global Spine Congress continues its success story as a 
truly international event of highest relevance for the 
global spine surgeon community
For the first time in its history the congress was held in the Middle East. The AOSpine flagship event 
took place from 13-16 April, 2016 in Dubai under the patronage of Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Minister of Finance and President of the Dubai Health Authority. 
Also for the first time in 2016, the Global Spine Congress (GSC) took place alongside the World 
Forum for Spine Research (WFSR), enabling an even larger number of participants to create an 
individualized program across both events. 

For just under 1400 spine specialists around the globe, the GSC and WFSR provided an outstanding 
forum to exchange ideas, network with fellow spine professionals, learn about the latest research, 
techniques, and technologies in spine surgery. The congress was open to all surgeons, spine 
practitioners, allied health professionals and researchers, and offered a packed schedule during four  
days, showcasing the very latest approaches to spine care. 

A true success story
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Societies and Publishers

An outstanding scientific platform with Pre-Courses, 
Symposia, Paper Sessions, Oral and E-Poster 
presentations and AOSpine Members-only Sessions
The GSC and WFSR once again proved to be a truly international event with around 95 
Symposia Speakers and almost 300 abstract presenters from 74 countries around the world. 

GSC Chair Jeff Wang commented: “The Global Spine Congress is unique in its approach to sharing 
knowledge between spine surgeons from all around the world and developing new approaches to 
the treatment of spinal disorders in order to help advance spine care. We were delighted to be hosted 
in the Middle East for the very first time with our flagship event and feel very proud and honoured 
that the GSC was held under the patronage of HH Sheikh of Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Minister of Finance and President of the Dubai Health Authority. We hope that 
with the Global Spine Congress we have contributed to making Dubai one of the best destinations for 
medical tourism in the world.”

A truly international event
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AOSpine International 
Stettbachstrasse 6  
8600 Duebendorf  
Switzerland

Phone: +41 44 200 24 98
Fax +41 44 200 24 12
Email: gsc@aospine.org

The Global Spine Congress  
heads to Europe

www.gsc2017.org

Global Spine Congress 
Milan, Italy  |  May 3–6, 2017


